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Ab about 4 p:m. on 9 February 1953, two troop trains, each consisting of 12

.

boxears occupied by troops and sbout 40 flatcars carrying about 16 x 122.mm

'~ gunsg and an undetermined number of trucks, were seen at ths Rathenow railroad
station. The trains left at about & pam. At ebout 6 pom., a train conaisting

of 3 boxears wvccupied by troops and sn undetermined nunber of flatcars

carrying 3 embulances, about 12 trucks, 2 sedans and 1 jeeb was seen at the
Nordtehrhof. At 6115 p.m., & column of st ieast 60 trucks towing 122.9m field
howitzers, 3 trucks without guns snd 1 radio truck vere geen in the Pionier

. Kaserne, ready for departure. 't 6330 a.m. on 10 February, units from tha

Pionler Xaserne were being entrained on two tralng at the Nordbshnhof. The

equipment of the wnits ineluded thr 21d
10230 a.m. toward > main station.
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25X1 of all the entrsined vehlcles wero palinted over. &t ebous

O pom., the Fionier Kaserne was only parily sccupled, while the other

installations were occupied as_previocusly. About 250 empiy railroad ceras were
asgsembled at the main station.* At ebout 9 Pofie, about 200 empty railroad

cars, including about 40 boxcare, |
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thet 30,000 railroad cars had besn zssembled. Allegedly, no railroad cers were

available for eivilian freight trafiic.®

25X1 3., I__<r|'£ommen‘t‘,9 On © and 10 Febmmr{s at least five shipments, probably all o
4

units of the 18th How Arty Brig {(US), were entrained. fnother source

previously reported that thres shipments would be entreined in Rathenow.

Although no information is available on the destinetion of these trains, it i«

~assumed that the units mentioned above were transferred for short-term field

exerelses.

25X1 2, I |Gcmment.a Although seversl reports indicated that railroad cers would oe

L3l

made available at various railroed statlons in Bast Germeny in eerly or mid.
February 1953, the mumber of 30,000 cars appears exuggersted and is believed

besed on rumors. This beiief is confirmed by the fact thet, according to
transportaticn records, a daily total of 27,000 to 28,000 railroad cars,

including eivilian es well as militery shipments, was loaded in Fast

Germany prior to early February, On the other hand, there is no deubt, that
large troop movements, comparable with those during the fall meneuvers in 1952,

started on about 9 February,
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